Course Syllabus
English 9 Honors
2013-2014
Mrs. Brothman – mbrothman@hcpss.org

Welcome!  This course is an accelerated program to enhance your communication and language skills.  The skills you learn in this course will enable you to succeed in your academic endeavors and later at college and in the work place.  With the challenges of high school assessments and the demands of our current global economy, I will maintain the highest standards of excellence in order to help you achieve the skills necessary to compete in today’s society.  I will do my best to implement effective and interesting teaching strategies; however, your participation in this course will determine what benefits you receive.  This syllabus will give you a sense of my expectations, but it is up to you to make the most of your time in class.

General Expectations
1. Be Respectful - it is important that students are respectful of themselves, others, and the teacher.

2. Be Prepared - it is important that we do not waste valuable class time.  Being prepared means being on time, having materials, having your homework ready to turn in, and getting enough sleep to be focused.

3. Be Positive - it is important to maintain a good attitude about yourself, your work, and this class.  A positive attitude is the key to creating a constructive and stimulating environment.  

Discipline/Lateness Procedures

Code of Conduct/PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies) - In class, students will be expected to follow the Gator Code of Conduct and the school rules as outlined in the student planner at all times.  Failure to do so will result in parent contact, intervention, SIR (Student Intervention Referral), or office referral depending on the frequency or severity of the offense. 

Sequence of Consequences for Student Misbehavior (including lateness to class)

1st Offense: 

Staff member/student conference

2nd Offense: 

Parent contact and SIR

3rd Offense: 

Parent contact and before/after school/lunch detention- SIR

4th Offense: 

Administrative Team action that could result in more serious actions such




as Extended School, In-School Suspension, or Suspension

Note: For students who use non-instructional electronic devices in class, I will follow the county-wide policy. Cutting class will result in parent contact and an automatic office referral.

Grading
I use a point system in which I will divide the points earned by the points possible.  Letter grades will be assigned on the following county-wide scale:

	A= 100 – 89.5%

B = 89.4 – 79.5%

C = 79.4 – 69.5%

D = 69.4 – 59.5%

E = 59.4% and below
	Points earned               

Points Possible        = Class Grade

Example

624

800                =  .775 (77.5% C)


Daily grade reports will be available through ASPEN.
Homework
· You will have homework for a grade almost every night.

· Late homework is not accepted.
Late work
All work must be turned in on the day it is due.  For major essays, speeches, and projects, the grade will drop 10% for each day that it is late.

Make-up Work
· When you are absent, you are responsible for attaining and completing missed assignments, including tests and quizzes. ** You will only receive credit for your work if you have an excused absence.  

· You have the same number of days to make up work as you were legally absent.  After that, the late policy will go into effect.  
· Tests and projects posted in advance will be expected to be completed upon arrival from absence.

· Students and parents are encouraged to email me regarding absences.

Tutoring

Tutoring is available Tuesday – Friday after school by appointment.  
Academic Honor Code
All students are expected to abide by the Reservoir Honor Code at all times and will be held accountable for any violations of the Honor Code.

Students will be expected to complete work individually.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated under any circumstances for any assignment.  Copying homework, copying paragraphs or whole essays from books or the internet (plagiarism), and looking on someone else’s paper are all considered cheating and will result in a zero and an administrative referral.  Knowingly sharing your work with others is also considered cheating and the same consequence will be administered.  Please take this policy seriously.
*Please refer to the student agenda book for the complete Academic Honor Code Policy.

Course Materials

Suggested:

· 1’  binder

· 5 Dividers ( Vocabulary, Unit Notes, Reading, Grammar, Homework)

· Loose leaf paper

· Pen/pencil/highlighter every day

Optional:

· Tissues for classroom
· Post-its

· USB Drive
Replacement costs for lost or damaged textbooks will be as follows:

· $20 for hardback novel

· $65 for Grammar textbook or Literature anthology

Course Focus

Reading Strategies



Writing 
Public Speaking



Grammar/Mechanics/Usage

Vocabulary




Study Skills/Test-taking Strategies

Listening




Media Literacy

Course Overview
	
	Texts
	Writing/Speaking
	Skills

	Unit One

 Imaginary Worlds

* Why do writers use speculative fiction to comment on contemporary society?


	Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
The Illustrated Man
by Ray Bradbury 
Short stories

Essays

Non-fiction
	Descriptive Writing
Interview

Character Sketch/Analysis

Theme Essay

Journal Entries

Timed Writing
Argument Writing
	Parts Of Speech

Sentence Variety
Modifiers

Tone/Mood

Public Speaking

Punctuating Dialogue

Book Talk

Diction

	Unit Two

Coming of Age
 * What does it mean to be an adult?
	To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Historical Texts

News Articles
Short Stories
Non-fiction
Poetry
	Personal Narrative
Research
Journal Entries

Timed Writing

Argument Writing

Narrative Speech
Poetry Out Loud
	Clauses

Phrases

Sentence-Combining

Speech

Comma Rules

Verb Usage

Figurative Language



	Unit Three

Reflections: Past to Present

* How does personal reflection document history?
	Night by Elie Weisel

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

Black Boy by Richard Wright 

Historical Texts

News Articles
Short Stories

Non-fiction
	Personal Narrative

Research Paper

Journal Entries

Literary Analysis

Timed Writing

Argument Writing

Explanatory Speech


	Research Strategies

Outlining

Note-Taking

Comma Rules
Verb Usage

Eliminating Repetition in Writing

Sentence Variety

Sentence Types

Parallel Structure

	Unit Four

Dramatist as Social Commentator
  * What purpose does social commentary serve?

 
	Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare
Antigone by Sophocles
Poetry

Non-fiction
	Poems
Persuasive Essay

Timed Writing
Argument Writing

Personal Reflection

Persuasive Speech

Skits

Web Quest
	Figurative Language

Pronoun Usage
Use of Semicolons/Colons
Sentence Combining

Grammar Review




English 9 Honors

Mrs. Brothman
Students, please sign and return this page to indicate that you have read and understood the class policies and course syllabus.  Please keep the syllabus in the front of your English binder.  
____________________________________________ (Student’s name)

____________________________________________ (Student’s signature)
____________________________________________ (Student’s e-mail address)
Parents, please sign below to verify that you have gone over this syllabus with your student.  
____________________________________________ (Parent/Guardian name)

____________________________________________ (Parent/Guardian phone number)

____________________________________________ (Parent/Guardian e-mail address)

____________________________________________ (Parent/Guardian signature)

The best way to reach us is ________ phone    _________ e-mail
* Please indicate any additional contact information below – e-mail, phone, etc.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Questions/Concerns:
